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THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF AN 


AMATEUR. 

Third Epoch.—A few words. for Carnation— 
Behind the Scenes—The carling actress—** My 
Night,” and a flare-up for first fiddle—My ro- 
mantic friend ; and successful experiment with my 
time-keeper. 


I have often thought that Mr. Christopher 
Carnation must have had the welfare of the 
cause very much at heart to devote every 
evening to the delightful prospect of getting 
up pieces with the doubtful consequence of 
the money ever being entirely disbursed ; 
to say nothing of the labour of appointing 
rehearsals which only about one-third of 
the company ever thought of attending, and 
and the trouble of prompting when three 
out of every half score would not know a 
line, another three who would seek a remedy 
for their inperfections in a most extended 
system of “ gagging,” and the remainder 
good, bad, or indifferent, just as their in- 
clination suited. 

But to resume. On the following even- 
ing I visited the Theatre Royal Hardinge 
Street, and for the first time beheld all the 
ladies of the company assembled. My 
Argyle friend, with the very pale. but slightly 
pretty face, and the dark eye-lashes, intro- 
duced to the reader as the “ intermediate 
serious,” was narrating the pleasures of 





the previous night—how late she stayed in 
the ball-room, where she supped, and where 
she went afterwards, to a stout loving look- 
ing character, certainly not pretty, but with | 
a pair of peepers that looked moonlight 
nights, and would convey to you the idea 
that the owner had perused all the romances 
in a circulating library. 





She had a quiet) down the creaky staircase, followed by Mr. 


lazy style of speaking, and her conversation 
was entirely about dark young men and 
walks along country lanes. She soon made 
my acquaintance, and I saw her home that 
night, when she told me her history—how 
little her parents knew of her love for the 
stage, and what an excellent hand see was 
at knitting and crochet, the pleasure she 
would feel in working me a ruff if I would 
but play Modus to her Helen, and that 
under any circumstances (if I would accept 
them) she would certainly present me with 
a pair of slippers made by her own hands 
on the night of my first appearance. 

In a private box, the entrance to which 
was from the stage, were seated the “juve- 
nile tragedy” lady and her intended, and 
at the second wing, R. H., like a couple of 
the feathered tribe, were conversing, the 
“heavy lady” and her husband; while the 
‘general utility ’’ feminines were gossiping 
with the ditto ditto male species, The 
point under consideration was the notice of 
the performance of Macbeth inthe Collywob- 
blem Chronicle, which everybody thought 
was very good but those who played in it, 
and they voted it most partial and ililberal. 
All those who were censured (of course) 
didn’t care what was said about them. and 
went so far as to assert that all the young 
ladies who were praised invited the Editor 
to tea at least once a week; while some told 
curious little inventions about “ delicate 
attentions,” ‘‘sweet nothings,” and other 
little “‘ peccadilloes.”. Tomkins said “ there 
was no accounting for some people’s chil- 
dren, and ‘bits of muslin’ in particular.” 
Another member of the company came 
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Christopher Carnation, and was introduced 
to me as “ first comic.” Christopher then 
made known the cicumstance that Constance, 
Lydia, and Widow Green, were all wanted 
for Mr. Horatio Hupstart’s night. 

In the short space of two seconds | had 
had three volunteers for Constance. 

**T am the only person in the company 
who can play it,” says No. 1, heavy. 

** Constance—Oh ! how nice,” says First 
Comic.” 

“A very pretty figure you'll cut in it,” 
says juvenile tragedy, ‘‘ Now I appeal to you 
Mr. A, and you Mr. B, and also to Mr. C, 
(who hasn’t paid me half the attention he 
usually does, to night) if there is anybody 
so suited to Constance as myself?” 

Mr. Christopher Carnation interfered— 
“Tf you will permit me, ladies, I will en- 
deavour to cast the characters. If juvenile 
tragedy was to play Lydia, and first comedy 
Constance, I think on this occasion our 
heavy friend might appear in the Widow 
Green.” 

‘‘Damn the Widow Green,” said the 
Lady Macbeth. “ Do you think, Mr. Car- 
nation, that I am going to dress for a part 
like that;” I play Constance, or nothing. 
My husband,” said the lady, “ would con- 
sider ] had disgraced myself.” 

Here there was a general tittering among 
the females, and I was requested by the 
“lump of flesh and romance,” who I had 
made myeslf agreeable to, and who kept 
close by me all the evening, to enquire 
to which husband she alluded. 

The heavy lady then insisted that as the 
first comic had played the “ elderlies,” she 
ought to do the Widow Green, that it was 
an excellent part, and that she could make 
it tell,” 

First comic, inwhom good nature seemeda 
large ingredient, consented to do as they 
wished, sooner then there should be any 
further disagreement, 

Juvenile tragedy refused to play Lydia, 
and so my Argyle friend was put down, 

Heavy tragedy talked a great deal about 
hussies with no talent thinking a great deal 
of themselves, and that if there was any 
more of that humbug she was damned if 
she’d put up with it—and at last conde- 
scended to go down for Constance. 

Thus were the arrangements completed 





for my debt, and gratified as TI was at its 
near approach, [ eould not help expressing 
to Tomkins how much F thought of the 
Theatre Royal Hardinge Street, suffered 
from the want of a proper system of ¢ontrol, 

At about three-quarters of an hovir aftér 
midnight I was wishing my extensive 
packet of romance” farewell at the corner 
of a green lane in the Hampstead Road. 
In truth we had a “lovyers” walk, for she 
had leaned on my arm as heavily and looked 
into my eyes as intently as if ours had been 
an attachment of six months growth. I 
turned towards town, stepped out briskly, 
and “inflamed my cheroot.” By the aid of 
a latch key, at a much later period in the 
morning, I arrived safe on the door mat. 

My respected paternal, Mr. Horatio 
Hupstart, sen., who prided himself on his 
wide-awake powers, had, at eleven o'clock, 
ordered a whole candle to be placed for me 
at the foot of the bannisters. It was by 
this time in the immediate vicinity of the 
socket, and promised to tell a terrible tale. 
I was prepared for this, and replaced it by 
three-qurrters of a “six-dip” I had pur- 
loined from the japanned box in the morning. 
Thus I got the better of the “ old un.” 

METROPOLITAN THEATRES. 

PRINCESS’S, 

This popular theatre will open under the 
management of Mr. Charles Kean, on Satur- 
day, the 18th inst., with the comedy of 
Much Ado About Nothing, in which Mr. 
and Mrs. Charles Kean will perform. On 
the following Monday a new comic drama, 
by Boucicault, will be produced, in which 
the author, Mr. Walter Lacy, Miss Robert- 
son, and Miss Heath (a debutante, almost 
new to the stage) will appear. After the 
comedy the drama of The Corsican Brothers, 
and a farce, will be played. 

LYCEUM 

The name of this theatre is suggestive of 
classic associations. It was a sacred in- 
closure at Athens, and dedicated to Apollo. 
It was highly picturesque, being ornamented 
with fountains, plantations, &c. The Athe- 
nian youths who were enamoured of military 
pursuits, made it their resort; and the 
philosopher used to meditate amongst its 
beauties. Here, Aristotle and his followers 
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used to study, and from this circumstance 
obtained the name of Peripatetics, derived 
from a Greek word, signifying— I walk 
about.” His profound lectures were given 
whilst walking in the groves of this delight- 
ful suburb of Athen, denominated the 
Lyceum. How pleasant to think upon 
these things when you go into our delighful 
little theatre bearing the above classic name, 
Its ornateness too, strongly and vividly 
brings before us the above facjs. When 
there, we have often looked back into the 
far past, and obtained glorious glimpses of 
that place of renown and beauty, when in- 
tellectual gold was flung about by the great 
philosopher. Furthermore, much talent 
has been displayed here, and it has been 
the resort of poets, philosophers, wits, and 
the elite of Society. 


MARYLEBONE, 

This little theatre, after a brief recess of 
but four days, during which time it has been 
very prettily re-decorated and embellished, 
under the active superintendence of Mr, 
Hienry Frazer, was re-opened last Monday. 
Mr. Townsend’s historical drama of White- 
Jriars ; or, The Court of King Charles, to- 
gether with Fitzball’s romantic one of Alice 
May, have been the principal attractions of 
the week, and we are glad to say they have 
proved really attractive, a succession of good 
houses attending. On last Tuesday even- 
ing, at a meeting of several members of the 
corps dramatique, the manager and lessee, 
Mr. E. T. Smith, presented the acting- 
manager, Mr. Frazer, with a very handsome 
silver-gilt snuff-box, as a token of his respect 
for his unwearied assiduity in the discharge 
of his onerous duties. Mr. Frazer gratefully 
expressed his acknowledgments for the com- 
pliment paid him. 

STANDARD. 

No very particular novelty has been pro- 
duced since our last, nor, indeed, has any 
thing of the sort. been required, the house 
being extremely well attended. Thomp- 
son’s drama of John Stafford has been re- 
vived with all .its usual success, and The 
Betting Boy's Career from his Home to the 
Hulks still continues to attract and excite 
great interest and applause. ‘The next 
novelty we are told is to be a drama with 
real water. Verily, Mr. Douglass, you are 


one of the most enterprising of managers— 
for certainly this house may be considered 
one of the first in London for the attraction 
of continued novelty. 


CITY OF LONDON. 

We regret to have to announce the serious 
illness of Mr. E. F, Saville, which has 
tended to throw a damp upon the perform- 
ances of the last ten days, This highly 
popular actor can ill be spared from the 
boards of our minor theatres, and least of 
all from the City, with which he has been 
so long identified. The Betting Boy’s Career 
has had a most successful run, and we are 
promised a succession of novelties for the 
remaining portion of the summer season, 
which extends, we hear, to a further period 
of four weeks, 


VICTORIA. 

The return of Miss Vincent to the stage 
will, beyond all doubt, be eagerly welcomed 
by the public. The great abilitics and 
personal charms of this lady have combined 
to render her a distinguished favourite with 
the theatrical folks of the ‘‘ Surrey side.” 
The house continues to be well attended. 
Mr. J. T. Johnson makes a most inde- 
fatigable stage-manager, as we knew he 
would do, and a constant succession of 
novelty attracts great public patronage. 
The Betting Boy’s Career has been pro- 
duced with much success, 


BRITANNIA SALOON, 


The engagement of Mr. Geo. Wild and 
Miss Fanny Williams has been productive 
of much amusement to the visitants of this 
admirably managed theatre. They appeared 
last week in the Wrcek of the Rattle Snake, 
and this week Jolly Dick the Lamp-lighter 
has been selected asa vehicle for the dis- 
play of their abilities: The getting up of 
either piece evinces much care and attention 
on the part of the management; and the 
reception of the “stars’’ has been of a 
flattering description. The regular com- 
pany continues to work nobly together— 
thus rendering a visit to the Britannia truly 
refreshing. 





CORRESPONDENCE, 


W. Tuomas.—We hope he will avoid extraneous 
matter. He is thanked, 
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J.D. Grover.—We cannot fill our pages weekly 
with a controversy that might have been 
avoided, if a proper apology had becn made 
on the night of performance. 


Cc. R, E.—In our next, 


SuNNET?.—His letter lies at the office, 113, | 


Fleet Street. 


R. Craic.—For the Queen in Hamilct, we should 
advise you to wait on Miss Mortimer or Miss 
Blanchard. Do not think of playing A» You 
Like It after Hamlet unless you want to play 
till daylight. For Rosalind you must find an 
Amateur who aims at nature rather than 
effect. 


W. W.—Mr. Keeley is engaged next season at 
the Haymarket. 


lon.—The Devil's in It is a translation from a 
French work, and has been played under 
various titles at nearly every theatre in Lon- 
don, You or anybody else may make a fresh 
translation to-moriow, if you like. 


Verax.—Take the Soho by all means, 
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_WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8th, 1852, 


PIWANTED! NOVELTY. 
GERMANISED mediocrity and paltry French 
melodramas have been set before us for the 
last few years at the majority of our theatres, 
until we wonder if native genius be extinct. 
A few English plays, of no great brilliancy, 
indeed, somehow find their way to the stage, 
and run for a few nights at Sadler’s Wells 
and the Surrey; but thev are badly con- 
structed or deficient in vital interest. They 
die or are forgotten, as most of us on the 
busy scene of life die ; realising the mourn- 
ful picture of Macbeth, as he exclaims, 
** Out, out, brief candle!” 

And then we have the repetition of stale 
old managerial stratigies ; bad plays badly 
acted—dull farces and mediocre musical 
performances. Weare weary ofdinninginto 
the ears of our managers that this is not 
the way to fill treasuries well nigh ex- 
hausted ; they keep the supercilious “tenor 
of theit way” and go to perdition, as they 
ought. 





JOURNAL 


Why is there not a theatre in which 
novelty might be produced as well as the 
plays of Shakespere at Sadler’s Wells? 
With the single exception of that house we 
should not find it easy to point out a single 
theatre where adequacy, considering price, 
is maintained. Mr. Kean and Mr. Web- 
ster do not appear desirous of elevating the 
taste of the public; and, in spite of the 
deficiency in novelty, we hold that the 
management at Sadler’s Wells has been far 
more creditable, with its limited resources, 
than at either of the more aristocratic estab- 
lishments referred to. 

Why does not some enterprising manager 
think of such a system as we suggest, and 
avail himself of the talents of a company 
comprising Miss Faucit, Miss Glyn, Henry 
Betty, C. Pitt, &c. 








AMATEUR THEATRICALS. 
CABINET THEATRE, KING'S CROSS. 











Tue Caninet Cius.—We understand 
the practice adopted by these gentlemen is 
for each to have an evening in the course of 
the season, when he may select the pieces 
and play what character he fancies, the 
others filling in to the best of their ability. 
On the surface, this system seems fair and 
calculated to give to each an opportunity of 
appearing in a favourable position before 
the audience. An instance of its working 
any way but favourably, though, was ex- 
hibited on Tuesday last. Mr. Kiddle, a 
short gentleman and very stout, talented, 
and we should anticipate admirably suited 
for General Damas and Jacob Earwig, 
selected for himself two characters for 
which his personal appearance was in every 
respect unsuited. What was the result? 
The audience were tittering throughout the 
performance, and in many parts were ac- 
tually convulsed with laughter. From what 
we have seen of this company, comedy is 
certainly their forte. Mr. Bell was out of 
his element in General Damas, and would 
have been seen to much greater advantage 
in Frank Friskly than in Higgins. Beau- 
seant was extremely well played by Mr. 
Young, and Glavis and Jacob Earwig were 
invested with. much eccentricity by Mr. 
Vivian. Peper Pippin was also funnily 
Mrs. Henderson re- 


done by Mr. Hays. 
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presented Pauline carefully, but the im- | LONDON AMATEUR THEA't 


pressiveness of it was lost by the thorough 
want of expression in the Claude Melnotte. 
Miss Herbert did not play Madame Des- 
chapples with her usual spirit. Miss Neville, 
niuch as we have had to praise her lately, 
disappointed us in Cecilia Moonshine—her 
reading was much too solid, and she failed 
to produce any effect. We hope the next 
monthly performance will be better selected, 
and it cannot fail to go off with a propor- 
tionate amount of approbation. 


CITY OF LONDON INSTITUTION, 
(Crutchet Friars.) 


~ On" Monday Mr. Nelson Steyne gave a 
dramatic ,entertainment at this Institution, 
which was numerously and respectably 
attended by the elite of the east-end. The 
evening’s entertainment commenced with a 
selection; from Othello; the next on the 
programme was an admired selection by 
Messrs. Pinch and Howells, this was not 
delivered, and previous to the beginning of 
the entertainment a notice was posted up 
that the members of the Christ Church 
Institute would not appear. Mr. H. Thomas 
delivered 4 Lay of St. Aloys ina truly 
comic manner, The first part terminated 
with the petite comedy of Charles II, in 
which Mr. Nelson Steyne undertook the 
part of the “‘ merry Monarch,” in which he 
appeared to great advantage; the part of 
Rochester was well rendered by Mr. J. 
Dawson, and the Captain Copp of Mr. H. 
Bennett was given in a rough sailor-like 
manner. The ladies looked remarkably 
well, and the dresses were good. The 
piece was represented in a capital manner 
and reflects great credit on the head of the 
society. The second part commenced with 
a selection from Calaynos, in which the 
make up of Mr, Steyne, as Soto, was capital, 
and the other performers were good. Mr. 
Dawson then gave He vos a very Jonteel 
Man for all dat in a manner that ‘greatly 
excited the risible muscles of the audience. 
Having another engagement, we were com- 
pelled to leave at half-past 11, so were 
prevented from witnessing the performance 
of the farce of State Secrets, On the 
whole it was a very good evening’s enter- 
tainment, and highly creditable to the mem- 
bers. We say go on and prosper. 
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‘RICALS AND 
THEIR MANAGERS, 


Lerrer I, 


Mr. Epiror,—So much has lately been 
said in reference to private theatricals, that 


| you will probably deem this, the first of a 


series of letters, worthy a place in your 
journal. 

If we consider amateur theatrical ladies 
and gentleman as a body, we shall discover 
that about five per cent are really educated, 
and possess natural qualifications, which, if 
cultivated under able instructors, would se- 
cure for them a position on the boards. 

That about ten per cent are sufficiently 
tolerable to enable a decerning public to ex- 
cuse their innumerable errors, and charita- 
bly to hopeth at time and perseverence will do 
much for them. The residue should never 
be allowed to appear before a public audi- 
ence under any pretence whatever. 

The hopes, prospects, or intentions of the 
ladies and gentleman comprising the ama- 
teur theatrical world may be divided into 
three sections— 

1st.—Those who intend to follow the 
theatrical profession as a means of sub- 
sistence. 

2nd.—Those who merely play a series of 
characters as an amusement—and 

3rd.—Those who for a mere “lark” 
tread their hour upon the stage. 

These are the principal inducements 
which prompt amateur companies to exhi- 
bit themselves, which, not even the friendly 
indulgence of their audiences can excuse 
their want of common sense in the mere 
“line” they appear in. 

Is it to be wondered at, that amateur 
performances fail; can any one acquainted 
with the profession feel surprised that not 
one of their entertainments is worth the 
trouble of attending ? A play is put up, we 
will say Hamlet; a certain price is affixed 
to the character—say a guinea, the other 
parts in proportion ; the man who cannot 
afford to pay so large a sum, though he may 
be really talented, such an one must be'con- 
tented with Francisco, or the first player ; 
while the Hamlet is bought by the gent, 
who, has given his pound for the character, 

though he has not an ounce of brain to ena- 




















ble him to sustain the part respectably. 
Do actors or managers ever witness a 
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private dramatic performance ? and scarecly 
but ever their practised eye immediately de- 
tects those whoshould have played the leading 
parts, and naturally enough feel disgusted 
with the party’s arrogance and consumate 
egotism in 

‘* Rushing in where angels fear to tread.” 

What is the object then, of the individual 
rendering himself profoundly ridiculous, and 
totally destroying the entertainmentt ; hatin 
the hands of a tolerably gifted person would 
have proved beneficial to many; for it 
is to be observed, sir, when the leading 
man in an amateur representation fails—it 
not only destroys the harmony and good 
feeling which should exist in the audience ; 
but it dispirits, and in many instances con- | 
fuses those who have to play to them. 

All this might be obviated by a properly 
conducted zehearsal, superintended by a 
professional gentleman. 

It has often struck me as a coincidence of 
extraordinary singularity that we have not 
a private theatre in London, superintended 
and managed by a professinal man. 

Now sir, in my poor opinion, this is the 
most extraordinary thing I ever heard of— 
schools in abundance, and no instructors— 
no schoolmasters—no one connected with 
establishments capable of teaching the com- 
monest rudiments of stage etiquette. 

If in the profession, the stage-manager is 
considered, if not, the most talented member 
of the company, he is at least a man pos- 
sessing great experience, and immense 
general information (for it does not always 
require a great stage-manager to be a great 
actor) respecting stage business, effect, &c. 
If these be considered indispensably neces- 
sary in the profession, when years of close 
study and labour have rendered them capa- 
ble of entertaining a critical audience (for a 
British audience be it remembered, is always 
critical) with some chance of success—how 
much more indispensable must it be to the 
success of all private dramatic amateur per- 
formers ¢ 

The management of the stage is generally 
intrusted to one of the stars of an amateur 
company, a gentleman who has paid his 
ten or twenty pounds inthe course of his 
experience for the enacting of the Hamlet, 
Duke Aranza’s, Richard’s, Macbeth’s and 











Shylock’s, and is therefore considered a 





proper and efficient person to direct those 
under him; and oh, sir, could you but 
witness the blunders, the absurd and gross 
breach of etiquette and rule that these gen- 
tlemen are guilty. of in their ignorance, the 
public and the profession would cease to 
wonder why we have so very few talented 
amateurs. We have no manager to instruct 
them—we have no school for them to study 
in—there is no system of management for 
their benefit—or their being placed under 
tolerable favourable circumstances before the 
public, with a fair trial by the only judges 
of dramatic talent. 

During the eight years of my experience 
in Provineial Management, I received re- 
commendations from seventy ladies and 
gentlemen, who, imagined themselves capa- 
ble of playing a line of business in a tolera- 
bly well conducted theatre, many of them 
scarcely understanding the common rule of 
the English language, leaving a decently 
correct reading of it out of the question. 

Amateur theatricals as an amusement, is 
probably the most intellectual that young 
men can pursue, the study of the works of 
our great authors refines their tastes, im- 
proves their delivery, and elevates their 
minds, and so far, should amateur theatricals 
meet with every encouragement ; but im- 
mediately they quit their seclusion, and 
thrnst themselves before an impertial audi- 
ence directly they bring the commodity of 
their ‘ brains” into the market—their they 
have nought to expect, a lenient or a partial 
judgment. 

The major portion of theatrical amateurs 
entertain extravagant opinions of their own 
abilities : let any person attend a “ rehear- 
sal at a private theatre, and they will be 
struck with the freedom with which they 
discuss the merits of acknowledged talented 
professionals—it is by no means an uncom- 
mon occurrence to hear that such and such 
and actor at the Wells, or the Market, is in- 
ferior to a Mr. Jones; ora Mr. Horatio 
Smith, of their acquaintance “ did Richard,” 
on a certain occasion—it is pitiful to hear 
these pigmies criticising the real talent they 
witness, which should instruct, but which 
their egotism and absurd conceit prevents 
from sufficiently appreciating. 

I will not further trespass upon your in- 
dulgence (but I purpose, .with your per- 
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mission), giving a series of ren of Lon- 
don Amateurs, Private Theatricals, and 
their system of management, that may pos- 
sibly prove servicable to those ladies and 
gentlemen who purpose entering the pro- 
fession, and, I trust, prove essentially bene- 
ficial to the very large, and respectable bodies 
of amateurs generally. 
I am, dear Mr. Editor, 
Yours very faithfully, 
Epwarp F, Sr. C. 





PROVINCIALS. 
MANCHESTER, — QUEEN’s 1THEATRE,— On 
Saturday last the new drama of Tne Betling 
Boy’s Career was produced with unprecedented 
success by our new manager, Mr, F. B. Egan, 
who brought out the piece in a manner worthy 
of our highest encomiums. ‘There is also some 





very pretty scenery by Mr. Rowe, which merits 
great praise. The actors aequitted themselves 
very cleverly indeed. The Rough Redland of 
Mr, Egan is a perfect conception; the Henry 
Goodwood of Miss C, Cook was a very clever 
performance, as also was the character of Mor- 
den Makesure, by Mr. Normanton, which gen- 
tlemau is a great faveurite here, Mr. Charles 
Swan, as Richard Rashbett, would be very good 
if he was not quite so mechanical. Mrs Egan, 
as the Concert Singer, sings two or three airs 
wlth much taste. Mr. Renaud, as Stephen 
System, is also very good. ‘The other characters 
are all we could wish. We anticipate for this 
drama a long and prosperous run, and we must 
confess that for a first representarion we never 
remember a piece to create such a sensation, 
and to go off with such eclat. 


LIVERPOOL. — ROYAL AMPHITHEATRE. — 
Buckstone’s new drama of 7’he Foundlings has 
met with such a warm reception that it is repre- 
sented nightly to enthusisstic honses. ‘The 
author cleverly enacting Timothy Dickson, and 
Mrs. Fitzwilliam Pamela, The new Haymar- 
ket farce has been adapted to the local and 
familiar title of Baker Worried by Buckstone, in 
which these two clever comedians shine most 
conspicuously- ‘The engagement of those “ lu- 
minaries '’ have a most telling effect upon the 
financial department. Baker and, his daughter, 
Messrs. Villiers, Younge’s, and Mrs. Wallis, and 
occasionally Miss Cathcart, are in good pape 
with the Amphitheatre patrons. 


ApELPHI THEATRE.—Minnigrey ; or, Gus 
and his Friend was revived at this house on 
Monday; Messrs. Smythson, Norman, Hill, and 
Miss Curryer sustaining their parts most suc- 
cessfully, La Pascata is still very popular. The 
Carnival scene is rich in the extreme, exhibit- 
ing gypsies, sailors, niggers, sawnies, and a host 
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of humourous and comical characters, The fall 
of the curtain winds up the eventful and mira- 
culous career of the prima donna, 


CoLosstuM.—This deservedly popular estab- 
lishment has enlisted the services of Herr Chris- 
toff, the nonpariel of rope-dancers, His aeriel 
somersaults are of a truly terrific character— 
feats never before achieved by any other artist, 
The attractions are of such a_ multifarious 
character, viz.—vocal and instiumental music, 
Terpsichorean feats, gymnastics, &c. that cannot 
but delight the most fastidious, The refrrsh- 
ments, &c. are in keeping with the character 
of this well conducted abode of pleasure. 


RichmMonv.—Crowded audiences have witnessed 
the performances of Miss Edith Heraud every 
evening at this theatre, and the special approba- 
tion of toe audience has been bestowed upon 
her personations of Julia, Mariana, Pauline, 
Juliet, LadyMacbeth, Julie de Montemar, and 
Portia. The juvenile purity of her appearance 
on the stage has proved to be amongst the at- 
tractive attributes of her impersonation, On 
next Wednesday it is announced that her benafit 
will take rlace, in the part of Parthenia, in Mrs. 
Lovell’s exquisite play of Ingomar, with which 
charactet her enagrgement will terminate. 


NorrinGHam.--The Living Marionettes have 
been succeeded by M.Desarius, with his éraupe 
of wonderful dogs and monkeys. The dramatic 
performances have been well-supported. 


WorcesTER.—The performances anuounced 
on Friday eventng at the theatre here were to 
have been for the benefit of Madame Celeste, 
who’ with Mr. Webster, terminated their engage- 
ment on that night. 


MACCLESFIELD.—Lyceum THEATRE.—The 
new drama of Minnigrey has been the chief at- 
traction during the past week, Mr. Benson 
acted the cunning and deceitful Doctor Bawtree 
with life-like excelence. Mr, Hastings, as 
Hanac was very amusing in the humourous 
scenes, and his savage fidelity to his friend Gus 
was delineated with his accustomed ability. 
Mrs. Hastings’ Minnigrey was a real picture of 
true love ; Mr. J. Johnson’s Gus was not so good 
as we expected. Never was the comedy of 
Money so effectively produced as it was on Fri- 
day night last. Benson as. Alfred_Evelyn, Hast- 
ings as Sir Frederick Blunt, S. Johnson as 
Graves, and last though not least, Mrs. Hastings 
as Clara Douglas, left no room for criticism. 


OUR LITTLE CHATTER BOX 

















FUNERAL OF Mr, GeorGe ForMAN, THE 
Comepran.—On Friday week the remains of 
this artiste, for some yearsa great favourite at 
the Victoria and other theatres, were interred 








in Norwood Cemetery. The burial ground wa 
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crowded on the occasion, and among the assem- 
blage were several gentlemen and ladies of the 
profession, and some of the deceased’s admirers. 
The deceased was a few days since to have made 
his appearance in the character of Annette, ina 
burlesqne, entitled The Maid and the Mugpie, at 
the Victoria Theatre, but on account of his suf- 
fering from an attack of pneumonia, the piece 
was postponed, although no one supposed his 
illness would have proved fatal. Deceased was 
furty years of age. 

We have received a copy of Egerton Wilks’s 
new farce of The Miller of Whetstone ; or, the 
Cross-bow Letter, and will notice it in our next. 
Want of space compels us to postpone our 
literary notices until next week. 

A new farce, written expressly to display the 
peculiar talents and comic hamour of Mr. C. 
Rice has been accepted at the Royal Grecian, 
and wiil, we hear, be produced forthwith. 

Mr, J. T. Marcu has announced an extraor- 
divary list of novelties for his benefit to-morrow 
evening. the 9th instant, at the Bower Saloon, 

Miss HARRIEIT SAVILLE is engaged for the 
winter season at the City of London, 





ADVERTISEMENTS. 


THEATRICAL JOURNAL. 


absolute practice of acting on the stage; the 
information necessary to prevent the tyro from 
being subject to the usual annoyances and 
impositions. Instruction given in the stage 
business of a single character. Benefits got up 
for Philanthropic and other Societies at very 
reduced charges and a company found if 
required. The office is open every ever ing 
where casts of pieces may be seen and every 
information given by CHartes G, GILBERT. 





ROSEMARY BRANCH GARDENS, 
ISLINGTON, 

Proprietor, Mr. W. BARTON, 
PEN every Evening at FIVE. Immense 
attractions. Last week of the Brothers 
Elliott, late of Batty’s Hippodrome, Kensington, 
and of the Theatre Royal, Drury Lane, whose 
astonishing performances on * La Perche’’ has 
gained a world-wide celebrity. Mr. Barton 
begs to inform his patrons and the public in 
general, that this is positively the last engage- 
ment the Brothers Elliott can make in England 
prior to their appearance at the Cirque National, 
Berlin. New and pleasing scenes in the Arena 
Moffatt’s renouned Troupe of Equestrians— 
splendid brass band in attendance. Dancing on 





CASINO DE VENISE, 
High Holborn. 

\ ILL OPEN} for the Season to-morrow 

(Thursday) evening. Magnificently re- 
decorated by Mr. C. 'T. Archer, of Oxford 
Street, The new chandeliers and gas devices 
by Mr Kirby. During the recess many and 
extensive alterations and improvements have 
been effected in the building, which is unques- 
tionably the largest, most elegant, and best ven- 
tilated Ball-room in London. Mr, W. M. 
Packers Celebrated Band will perform an 
entirely new programme, including the ‘* Glee 
Quadrille,” “Odenwald,” “Redowa,” “ Sirens,” 
“ Schottische,”” ‘* Montrose” Valses,—* Rose 
du Matin,” and “ Heather Bell” Polkas— 
“* Glory Galop,” &c. Doors open at 8 o'clock, 
Dancing commence at half-past and terminate 
at 12. Admission ONE SHILLING, 


SOHO THEATRE, (late Miss Kelly’s) 73, 
Dean Street, Soho, The above elegant Theatre 
(which has been splendidly decorated and will 
contain 700 persons) to let, nightly or weekly, 
for public or private performances, concerts, 
lectures, private rehearsals, &c. Charge for 
concert (including gas) €5, Mr. Gilbert pre- 
pares pupils for the stage, comprising instruc. 
tion in the grammar of the stage, clocution, the 


use of the foils and broad sword, the art of 


method of procuring an engagement, and all 
“making up” the face for character, the 
cheapest mode of preparing a wardrobe, with 





colossal platform. Magnificent Fire-works.— 
Grand Ascensions, Qvadrille Band in the Mon- 
stre Ball Room. Admission—Gentlemen 1s. 
including Refreshment Ticket. Ladies. and 
Children 6d. each. Open on Sundays for pro- 
menading. Manager, Mr. Charles Bishop, On 
Monday next, Sep. 13th, for the benefit of the 
Brothers Elliott, when a host of talent will 
appear, making it the great night of the season. 





EW ADDITION — The Right Honourable 
BENJAMIN D’ISRAELI, M.P., the Rev. 
Mr. Bennett (late of St. Barnabas), the Magnifi- 
cent Group of the Queens of Henry VIIL., with 
the splendid jewellery, costumes, &c., which has 
given general satisfaction; the Russian Giant, 
Loushkin, 8 feet 5inches high. The rooms, the 
largest in Europe, now lighted with gas.—“ One 
of the best sights in the metropolis,”’— The 
Times. Open from Eleven in the morning till 
Ten at night. Admittance Is.; Napoleon’s 
Room and Chamber of Horrors,6d. BAZAAR, 
Baker Street, Portman Square. 
SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
Three Months ......c0000-eeee0e00e One Shilling 
Six Months ...... cosaeceesceeee TWO Shillings. 
Twelve Months.......00 0.0000. Four Shillings. 
Published every Wednesday Afternoon at 4 o'clock by 
the Proprietor, W. Bestow, 10, Granville Square, Penton- 
ville; and Sold by 8. Y. Collins, 113, Fleet-street; 
Vickers, Molywell-street; J. Alien, Warwick-lane ; 
Harris, Blackfriars-road ; Gilbert, Paternoster Rew ; and all 
Booksellers and Newsvendors. 
Manchester, J. Heywood, 170, Deansgate: and Mr. 
Lyweh, Market Street; J.B. Porsyth, 24, Seotiand Place, 
Liverpool, Tebe had by order in any of the Provincial 
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